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Funds. It’s a good budget, and it also provides
for a modest tax cut.

We have proved time and again that we don’t
have to choose between growing our economy
or preserving our environment. We can do both
with discipline. So again I ask Congress, let’s
put politics aside and continue the common-
sense course that is already leading us toward
a cleaner environment, a stronger economy, and
a stronger America for the 21st century. Let’s

work together to give our children the gift of
a better, healthier world.

Thanks for listening.

NOTE: The address was recorded at 5:04 p.m. on
August 12 in the Oval Office at the White House
for broadcast at 10:06 a.m. on August 14. The
transcript was made available by the Office of the
Press Secretary on August 13 but was embargoed
for release until the broadcast.

Statement on the Death of Lane Kirkland
August 14, 1999

Hillary and I are deeply saddened by the
passing of Lane Kirkland, one of the towering
figures in the American labor movement. For
nearly five decades, he was a guiding force for
workplace fairness, dignity, and innovation, and
a catalyst for international democracy.

Lane led the AFL–CIO during 15 of the most
challenging years in labor’s history. With skill,
determination, and unparalleled intellect, he re-
united the major unions and reaffirmed labor’s
place at the table of American democracy. With
his unflagging support of free trade unionism
internationally, especially in Poland, he helped

hasten the fall of the Iron Curtain while showing
America that it is possible to stand up to com-
munism abroad while standing up for working
men and women here at home. From his days
as a merchant marine during World War II to
his work on the Board of Directors of the Insti-
tute of Peace, he was always ready and willing
to serve his country. I valued his friendship,
strong support, and keen advice. He was a great
American, and he will be greatly missed.

Our thoughts and prayers are with his wife,
Irena, and his family in this time of mourning.

Remarks at the Veterans of Foreign Wars of the United States 100th
National Convention in Kansas City, Missouri
August 16, 1999

Thank you very much, Commander Pouliot;
distinguished officers of the VFW; Congressman
Skelton; Congressman Moore; Congresswoman
Kaptur; Secretary West and Deputy Secretary
Gober; ladies and gentlemen. It is a great honor
for me to be here in Kansas City today to help
to celebrate a hundred proud years for the Vet-
erans of Foreign Wars. You should clap for
yourselves. [Applause] That’s good.

I’d like to begin with just a few reflections
of what these 100 years mean for you and for
the United States. We are less than 150 days
now from the beginning of one century and
the end of another, which many have called
the American Century. Lately, there have been

a number of looks back at the people and per-
sonalities and events that made this 20th cen-
tury: the leaders who led freedom’s triumph
over tyranny, like Roosevelt, Eisenhower, Mar-
shall; inventors like the Wright brothers, whose
ideas changed the way we lived; moral forces
like Martin Luther King and Eleanor Roosevelt,
whose ideas and examples changed the world;
scientists like Dr. Jonas Salk, whose discoveries
liberated a generation of parents from the mor-
tal fear that their children would have polio
and be crippled. But if you ask who has been
most responsible for making this the American
Century, one answer would be at the top of
anyone’s list after two World Wars and a long
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